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W Abstract
This paper reports how Japanese industrial robots ( specifically robots used in manufacturing environment)
were born and grown up.

Indeed the concept of industrial robots was created in U.S, but the evolution into industrial products in the real
world was accomplished in Japan. The author attributes Japanese success to smooth acceptance of the concept
of robots by Japanese society which stems from cultural, mental and social heritage of the nation.

It keeps track of the history of Japanese industrial robots, describing how a primitive “programmable article
transfer” device has transformed into a highly sophisticated automaton by introducing new technologies like
microelectronics, servo-drives, motion controls, modern control theory, sensor technology, human-machine inter-
face, information technology and others.

It emphasizes that the advent of microelectronics is above all the key issue of the process.

It provides a list of milestone products in the history identifying where and how the legacy achievements are
preserved now.

Finally it offers a suggestion for the future direction of Japanese robotics.

Yoshihiro Kusuda
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