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An Outline of the Development of Poly Vinyl Chloride Technology in Japan, Inclusing a Description of Historical Materials (2)
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An Outline of the Development of Poly Vinyl Chloride Technology
in Japan, Inclusing a Description of Historical Materials (2)

Masaki Miyamoto

The commercial industrial processing of the PVC in Japan began in 1948. Rubber processing companies such
as Kawaguchi Rubber Industrial Company Ltd. started the fabrication of ordinary commodities of plasticized
PVC by remodeling the rubber molding machine. In 1949, The Furukawa Electric Co., Ltd. started the
manufacturing of the PVC insulated wire and cable using imported extruders for the electric wires from the
United States.

In 1951, Mitsui Chemical Industry Co., Ltd. and Japan Chemical Industries Ltd. started the mass production
of the plasticized PVC films using calendaring machines imported from the United States.

Also in 1951, the manufacturing of the rigid PVC has begun. First Toa Gosei Chemical Industry Ltd., and
subsequently Nagahama Rubber Industry Co., Ltd. and Sekisui Chemical Co., Ltd. started the manufacturing
of rigid PVC pipes, using double screw extruder machines imported from England. The production of rigid
PVC pipes have outnumbered the production of various other PVC products.

Fittings is the first mass product made by injection molding of the rigid PVC but the exact year of its
beginning is unknown. However, it is certain that mass production of fittings was well under its way in 1954.
In 1957, Asahi Organic Chemicals Industry Co., Ltd. started the production of rigid PVC valves made by

injection molding. One of these products is preserved.
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